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Patience 


By Dorotha Strayer 


E CANNOT read God’s timing- 
piece, 
Or understand just why 
He waits to grant some cherished wish, 
And heedless to our cry, 
Allows the hands of faith to knock 
Upon a brazen door, 
While feeble lips repeat a prayer, 
In patience, o'er and o’er; 
We cannot yet be quite aware 
Of all that lies before. 
I cannot change God’s calendar, 
But, oh, I thank Him, still, 
That all my life is ordered thus, 
According to His will. 
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How To Practice What We Know 
Every believer sees in the New Tes- 
tament standards of which he knows he 


has fallen short. Some do not seem 
much troubled by this fact: but for 
others it is a cause of sorrow, and they 
long to see their state brought up to 
their standing in Christ, to have their 
practice conform to the precepts and 


privileges set forth in the Epistles. A 
clear and brief statement of steps lead- 
ing to victory is found in a new collec- 
tion of Andrew Murray's writings, “The 
Treasury of Andrew Murray,” ! compiled 
by Ralph G. Turnbull, D.D. Dr. Murray 
was a speaker at the Keswick Conven- 
tion in England in its early days, and he 
refers to the experience and testimony 
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of Canon Battersby, one of the founders 
of the Convention. In 1873 at the Ox- 
ford Convention—a forerunner of Kes- 
wick—Canon Battersby had witnessed to 
having “received a new and distinct 
blessing to which he had been a stranger 
before.” Twenty years before he had 
written: “I feel again how very far 
I am from enjoying habitually that peace 
and love and joy which Christ promises. 
I must confess that I have it not; and 
that very ungentle and unchristian tem- 
pers often strive within me for the mas- 
tery.” At the Oxford Convention he 
heard an address on the rest of faith, 
which “opened his eyes to the truth that 
a believer who really longs for deliv- 
erance from sinning must simply take 
Christ at His word, and reckon, without 
feeling; on Him to do His work of cleans- 
ing and keeping the soul. ‘I thought 
of the sufficiency of Jesus, and said, I 
will rest in Him, and I did rest in Him. 
I was afraid lest it should be a passing 
emotion; but I found that the presence 
of Jesus was graciously manifested to 
me in a way I knew n6t before, and that 


% 


I did abide in Him, I do not want to 
rest in these emotions, but just to believe, 
and to cling to Christ as my all.’” Not 
long after that he pointed out what the 
Steps are leading to this experience: 
“First, a clear view of the possibilities 
of Christian attainment—a life in word 
and action, habitually governed by the 
Spirit, in constant communion with God, 
and continual victory over sin through 
abiding in Christ. Then the deliberate 
purpose of the will for a full renuncia- 
tion of all the idols of the flesh or spirit, 
and a will-surrender to Christ. And then 
this last and important step: We must 
look up to, and wait upon our ascended 
Lord for all that we need to enable us 
to do this.” This is a good.summary of 
Keswick teaching as it has been given in 
England and America for seventy-five 
years. It is quite in line with the Psalm- 
ist’s testimony, “They looked unto him, 
and were radiant; their faces shall 
never be confounded” (Psa, 34:5, R.V.); 
and with the exhortation to keep “look- 
ing unto Jesus the author and finisher 
of our faith” (Heb, 12:2). 


and 
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The Slaughter of Protestants in Mexico 


An editorial by Ernest Gordon 


HE National Association of Evangel- 

icals has done a great service by 

publishing Dr, Clyde Taylor’s rec- 

ord of the martyrdoms in Mexico since 

1945. The persecution seems to be de- 

signed. Mexican Archbishop Martinez 

opened the jubilee year of Guadalupe 
in 1944 with the words: 

“With Christian serenity, but also with 
great energy, we shall oppose the expan- 
sion of the Protestant campaign. More 
than that, we shall fight it until we de- 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Every good gift and every 
perfect gift is from above, com- 
ing down from the Father of 
lights, with whom can be no 
variation, neither shadow that 
is cast by turning” (Jas. 1:17, 
R.V.). 























stroy it.” “God wills it,” the old medi- 


eval crusade cry, rang from his lips, 
Hispano-America (Feb. 8, 1951) de- 
clared this outburst to have been but 
one more in a threatening series, the 
initiative apparently coming from the 
Vatican. In 1941 the Chilean bishops 
denounced Protestant missions. In 1943 


the Bishop of Nueva Pomplona in Co- 
lombia did the same, as also the Arch- 
bishops of Quito and Cuenca in Ecuador, 
the Apostolic Vicar of Limon in Costa 
Rica, and in Nicaragua, the Archbishop 
of Managua and Bishop of Granada. 
Similar outbreaks came from the Arch- 
bishop of Cuba and in Brazil] from the 
Cardinal Archbishop of Rio de Janeiro. 
The hierarchy in the United States also 
expressed its regret that Protestant mis- 
sions should exist in Latin America and 
its desire for their withdrawal. They 
were an irritant. 

Threats have been followed by action. 
Since October, 1944. there have come 
to the knowledge of the Mexican gen- 
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eral authorities seventy-seven docu- 
mented cases of outrage. Detail of some 
of them appeared in Tiempo (Time) of 
Mexico City. Here is a partial summary: 

November 25, 1944, La Gloria, Santa 
Cruz. The church and all Protestant 
homes went up in flames. Seven per- 
sons, including five children, perished in 
the fires. Later Catholics drove sixty 
Protestant families out of the village. 

May 27, 1945, Santiago Yeche. The 
Catholic priest, J. A. Vivas, led an at- 
tack on the homes of Protestant pastors, 
Juarez and Garita. The pastors were 
lynched, their bodies quartered, their 
homes blown up with dynamite. 

June 1, 1945, Caulote in Michoacan. 
The parish priest and followers attacked 
the Lutheran church, beat up the men, 
and violated the women. One hundred 
and five took to the woods and finally 
made their way to the City of Mexico, 
seeking guarantees of protection. 

January 15, 1946, Neblinas, Hidalgo. 
A priest-led mob attacked a congre- 
gation at worship, injured many, drove 
others from the village, whipped the 
pastor, and then hanged him on a tree. 

March 7, 1946, Actipan, Puebla. A 
Catholic mob stormed house of Protes- 
tant minister, dragged him by his feet 
through the,town till he was dead, and 
burned his corpse in the public square. 
When police agents came to investigate 
the crime, the murderers, in the presence 
of a priest, scalped one, knocked out his 
eyes with a spike, cut off his ears, broke 
his teeth. After he was dead, they cut 
up his body and threw the flesh to dogs. 
The other policeman escaped. The priest 
is at large unpunished. 

March 8, 1947, Ameca, Jalisco. Priest 
forced Protestants to be baptized in his 
chureh under pain of death. 

December 7, 1948. A priest, Luis Reyes, 
instigated the murder of a Protestant. 
The martyr received three blows from a 
machete on the head, four bullets in his 
back, and two dagger wounds in his side. 
Reyes in a sermon called on the people 
to “finish with the Protestants,” or they 
would no longer receive the sacraments 
from him, 

April 13, 1948, Rio Verde in San Luis 
Potosi. The dead body of Samuel Juarez, 
a dead child of Pastor Juarez, was found 
with eighty-five wounds from a steel 
weapon. This was charged to the incite- 
ment of a priest, J, M. Rosales, 

December 27, 1949. In Puebla, a priest- 
led mob set fire to Protestant homes and 
killed six people. 

December 12, 1950, Maguay Blanco, 
Hidalgo. Three Protestants were at- 
tacked by a mob of drunken Catholics 
who killed one with a crowbar. Their 
statement that “they hated Protestants” 
was deemed sufficient to free them. 

December 7, 1950. For the second time 
in the year, Catholics attacked the Pres- 
byterian church at Tixtla, Guerrero, cry- 
ing, “Long live Christ the King!” They 
destroyed the furniture, wounded men, 
and violated women, following the ex- 
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Coming in the Times 





How I Found the Messiah 

A converted Jew, who lives in 
Palestine, tells his life story. 
Moshe Immanuel Ben-Maeir was 
born in Jerusalem in 1905 and 
trained as an Orthodox Jew. As 
a young boy he was sent to an or- 
phanage, from which he ran away, 
He later saved the life of another 
boy. In this boy’s home he found 
a Hebrew New Testament and read 
about Jesus, the Messiah. After 
much meditation, much reading, 
and anguish of heart. he finally 
received Christ as his Saviour, 

Moshe Immanuel Ben-Maeir was 
finally baptized, and for fourteen 
years labored among his own peo- 
ple under the Rohold Mission in 
Haifa. THE SunpAy ScHoo. TIMEs 
will publish his picture and thrill- 
ing story next week. 


Up-to-Date News of Israel 

A series of six articles by the 
Rev. Victor Buksbazen, B.D., gen- 
eral secretary of the Friends of 
Israel Missionary and Relief So- 
ciety. 

Mr. Buksbazen traveled exten- 
sively in Israel last summer, in- 
terviewing many people and ob- 
serving firsthand what is going on 
in the new, four-year-old state. 
He has written a series of articles 
exclusively for THE SuNnpDAY SCHOOL 
Times on the following topics: 

1. ISRAEL, LAND OF PROBLEMS 

AND OPPORTUNITIES 
2. THE SHORTAGE OF Foop 
AND HOUSING 
3. THE HUMAN AND DIVINE ASPECTS 
OF THE JEWS’ RETURN 
4. THE CLASH OF Two WorLDs— 
THE ARAB-JEWISH PROBLEM 

(In two installments) 

5. ISRAEL Faces CHRIST 





Undoubtedly you will want to 
share these informative and in- 
spiring articles with friends. Eight- 
teen-week subscriptions will carry 
the paper for eighteen weeks to 
as many individuals as you wish 
for $1 each (Canada, $1.10). For 
five such new subscriptions in the 
U. S. A. you may have, without 
money cost, one copy of Philip E. 
Howard, Jr.’s book, “Bible Light 
on Daily Life,” a collection of his 
editorial notes from THE SUNDAY 
ScHoo.t Times. When sending your 
subscriptions, ask for the Israel 
series, and address The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 N. 13th 
Street, Philadelphia 5, 
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press exhortation of their priest, Adel- 
berta Miranda, 

February 11, 1951, Cococalco, Hidalgo. 
The priest, Morales, condemned eleven 
Protestants to forced labor on public 
projects until they should renounce 
Protestant doctrine. Later he expelled 
them from the village on pain of death, 
if returning. 

July 8, 1951. At Santa Rita, on the 
Puebla road, two men on horseback fired 
on a group of peasants on the way to 
church. A little girl was gravely hurt 
and taken to a hospital. 

January 27, 1952, Movoro, Mexico. 
Twenty-one persons were gathered in 
Christian worship. The cathedral bells 
rang, an armed mob gathered and fell 
upon the Christians. All of them were 
wounded. The pastor was dragged by 
the feet along the highway until dead. 
This incident, too, was priest-incited. 

(Continued on page 90) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Satan and Sin 


I was always taught that Satan was 
the author of, and stronger than sin; 
but the reverse seems to be true in the 
reading of Ezekiel 28. where “the 
anointed cherub,” “full of wisdom,” 
and “perfect in beauty” succumbed to 
sin. It would seem that sin existed 
before Sat&n. Then who is the orig- 
inator of sin?—A South Carolina 
reader. 

Sin is not an independent force, some- 
thing that exists apart from the will of 
human beings and fallen angels. “Sin is 
the transgression of the law” (1 John 
3:4). It is opposition of a will to God's 
will, and it exists only in thoughts, 
words, or acts. 

Satan was the author of sin, and it 
was not a power outside of himself to 
which he had‘*to “succumb.” Scripture 
gives only brief glimpses of what oc- 
curred when he fell, but in these it is 
clear that he opposed his will to God's. 
It is noteworthy that in the following 
passage his pride and lust for power were 
shown by his using the expression, “I 
will” five times: “How art thou fallen 
from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morn- 
ing! how art thou cut down to the 
ground, which didst weaken the nations! 
For thou hast said in thine heart, I will 
ascend into heaven, I will exalt my 
throne above the stars of God: I will 
sit also upon the mount of the congrega- 
tion, in the sides of the north: I will 
ascend above the heights of the clouds; 
I will be like the most High” (Isa, 14: 
12-14). The Lord Jesus referred to this 
tremendous event in the dim past when 
He warned His disciples against pride, 
saying, “I beheld Satan as lightning fall 
from heaven” (Luke 10:18). 

Having fallen himself, Satan tempted 
our first parents in the Garden of Eden, 
and has been tempting the human race 
ever since. 
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IV. How To Become Partakers of the Divine Nature 


The need for spiritual nourishment 


GAIN in this article we shall be 
A thinking of another of those great 

realities which are vital necessi- 
ties for spiritual living. We have already 
considered three of them and there are 
several more. As you remember, they 
are all found in the words of the Lord, 
who introduced them each time with the 
rather striking word, “Except.” The one 
we shal] be thinking of in this article 
is found in the sixth chapter of John’s 
Gospel and the fifty-third verse, “Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat 
the flesh of the Son of man, and drink 
his blood, ye have no life in you. Who- 
so eateth my flesh, and drinketh my 
blood. hath eternal life: and I will 
raise him up at the last day.” These 
words set forth the vital necessity for 
spiritual nourishment in order that spir- 
itual life may grow and develop. 





One of the Greatest of All Miracles 
These words were spoken by the Lord 
to the multitude which had followed and 
gathered around Him on the day imme- 
diately after one of His greatest of all 
miracles. I say “greatest of all” because 
it is the one miracle which is recorded 
in all four Gospels, and that fact alone 
reveals the tremendous impression it 
made upon the hearts of the disciples 
who were witnesses of it. The miracle 
is the one usually referred to as “the 
feeding of the five thousand.” A great 
crowd had followed the Lord out to the 
Galilean hillsides to listen to His words 
of grace and comfort. They were so 
enthralled by the wisdom that fell from 
His lips that they were utterly oblivious 
to the passing of the time, and before 
they realized that it was so late, the 
sun was sinking over the hills to the 
west. The Lord, seeking to test the dis- 
ciples’ faith, asked them, “Whence are 
we to buy bread, that these may eat?” 
Philip replied. “Two hundred shillings’ 
worth of bread is not sufficient for them, 
that every one may take a little” 
(A.S.V.). The men were absolutely non- 
plused by the problem that lay before 
them. There were no inns or hostels 
near by where the people could buy 
food for themselves and they had quite 
a little distance to walk to their homes. 
The Lord met the situation by receiving 
the little lunch of a lad who had evi- 
dently taken some food along with him 
for a day’s picnic and had followed the 
crowd, and in their interest and his own 
had quite forgotten to eat the food which 
his mother had provided him. He gladly 
gave it to the wondrous Teacher, Jesus 
of Nazareth. The Lord took it and 
blessed it and then had His disciples dis- 
tribute it among the multitude, which 
numbered five thousand men, and there 


This is the fourth article in the 
series of seven by Dr. Soltau, pastor 
of the First Evangelical Church, 
Memphis, Tenn. Dr. Soltau deals 
here with the larger aspects of spir- 
itual nourishment in the Christian 
life, taking John 6:53 as his text. 


It happens that the Editors also 
accepted an article on “The Bread 
of Life,” by Richard S. Pittman, dep- 
uty general director of the Wycliffe 
Bible Translators. Although there 
is some similarity between these two 
articles, yet they were of course 
written independently, and Dr. Sol- 
tau’s deals with several of the prac- 
tical aspects of the need for spiritual 
nourishment, while Mr. Pittman’s 
article is a more detailed exposition 
of the words, “Except ye eat the flesh 
of the Son of man, and drink his 
blood,” in the light of other Scrip- 
tures. Mr. Pittman’s article will be 
published as a leading editorial in a 
later issue. 








were doubtless that many ‘more women 
and children. All were fed and satis- 
fied and twelve large baskets of frag- 
ments were left over. 

The day following this, some of the 
people followed the Lord around the 
shores of the Lake of Galilee, and in 
His talking with them He said the words 
which are quoted at the beginning of 
this article. The events of the preced- 
ing day were in the minds of the people 
and His mind also and formed the back- 
ground for this discourse. He was re- 
minding them that only the day before 
they had become suddenly conscious of 
their physical hunger and the fact that 
their bodies were craving food. There 
being no place at the time where food 
could be secured, He in His supernatural 
power had made provision for them and 
they were satisfied. In almost exactly 
the same way He was saying to them 
that they were going to become aware 
of the cravings of their hearts and if 
only they would come to Him, He again 
in His own mighty power would make 
provision for the feeding of their souls. 
Only as that craving was satisfied could 
there be any spiritual growth or devel- 
opment and could they become well- 
rounded men and women. Not only so, 
but only as that need was satisfied could 
they possess eternal life—never ending 
and ever growing in the presence and 
into the likeness of God Himself. He 
then goes on to speak of the necessity 
of their eating His flesh and drinking 
His blood. In those words He is stating 
that His life, the divine life of God, 
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would be made available for them only 
at a tremendous cost—the cost of His 
own life which was to be laid down on 
the cross of Calvary. They could not 
realize that at the time, but it was to 
be made abundantly clear later. 

What does it mean to eat His body and 
drink His blood? To eat food is a defi- 
nite action by which something entirely 
outside and separate from one’s self is 
laid hold of and then absorbed. As a 
result it becomes part of the one who 
eats it as it turns into flesh and bone 
of the one who partakes of it. To eat 
the body of the Lord is in faith so to 
lay hold upon Him, receiving Him into 
the heart and life, that He becomes iden- 
tified with us and part of us, and His 
divine life manifests itself in our con- 
duct and character, and our oneness with 
and therefore our likeness to Him is 
manifested in our daily living. Many 
who call themselves Christians have 
never yet begun to realize and to enter 
into this experience. As a result, they 
show little likeness to the Lord in their 
lives and have no real development or 
growth in themselves. It goes back 
again to the matter which I have so often 
tried to emphasize—true spiritual] life 
and experience come only to those who 
have had a definite personal experience 
or transaction with the Lord Jesus 
Christ. This experience or transaction 
results in a living and vital relationship 
with Him which deepens and grows all 
through life, entering into every part 
and phase of a man’s existence and into 
all his relationships. Too many people 
are content to go through certain super- 
ficial and outward expressions of faith 
or ceremonies without taking time and 
effart to make sure that the inward 
realities which the expressions and cere- 
monies symbolize have already taken 
place. The result is that in spite of all 
their own efforts and will power, there 
is very little if anything to show of their 
growth in the knowledge and likeness 
of the Lord whose name they have taken 
when they call themselves Christian. 


Maintaining a Regular, Balanced Diet 


Another thing which we must not for- 
get—nourishment must be continually 
taken in if life is to be maintained and 
developed. We all know that a properly 
balanced diet and a diet that is regu- 
larly maintained is absolutely essential 
to a robust body and a vigorous mind. 
The same law applies with equal in- 
sistence in the spiritual world and the 
spiritual life requires regular care and 
nourishment just as does the body. Only 
as its needs are supplied can it grow 
and only as it grows do the presence and 
the power of God become a vital part 
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of our daily experience; only also are 
His gracious promises, which are wide 
enough in their scope to cover every 
possible need and every possible emer- 
gency, fulfilled as an essential part of 
our daily living. I often think back to 
the testimony of the Apostle Paul, as he 
was imprisoned in Rome, “To me to live 
is Christ” (Phil. 1:21). To live to the 
glory of Him in all things was the aim 
and purpose of the apostle. It was his 
desire that his body might be the arena 
in which Christ should be glorified. That 
was the full development of the new life 
which had been implanted within his 
soul at the moment when he fipst ac- 
cepted Christ Jesus as his Saviour and 
Lord. So few of us in these days have 
reached that stage in our Spiritual de- 
velopment. We have held on to things 
which we have said to ourselves are 
necessary for the true enjoyment of our 
lives, and have failed to press forward 
as Paul did to gain a Person—to have 
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the person of Jesus Christ in all His 
glory fill our hearts and minds and oc- 
cupy the first place in our ambitions 
and our thoughts. As a result, the King- 
dom of God has not become as real to 
us as it should have and as God meant 
it to become. Let us pray that by God’s 
grace we may begin to enter into the 
full meaning of the New Birth and into 
regularly partaking of the spiritual nour- 
ishment which the Lord has provided for 
us through His atoning death. 

Our Lord and Master, we praise Thee 
again for Thine atoning death for us 
through which Thou hast provided in 
Thine own person the spiritual food 
which our souls must have if they are 
to grow in grace and into Thy likeness. 
Grant us to feed habitually on that 
heavenly manna that we may grow to 
Thy honor and glory. Through Jesus 
Christ our Lord we ask it. Amen, 

(To be continued) 


Religion and Politics in Latin America 


The great “continental divide” that is present in 
every political situation in Central and South America 


By W. DAYTON ROBERTS 


The writer of this article was formerly director of the work of the Latin 

America Mission, Inc., in Colombia, S. A., and is now director of its radio 

station TIFC, San José, Costa Rica, and of Editorial Caribe, a Gospel 

literature publishing and distribution campaign for Latin America. The 

Latin America Mission, Inc., founded by Dr. and Mrs, Harry Strachan, 

needs no introduction to SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs readers. The home address 
of the Mission is 161 Park St., Ridgefield, N. J. 


AVE you ever really tried to under- 

stand politics in Latin America? 
Here’s something to store in the back- 
ground of your thinking as you read re- 
ports of religious persecution in the 
southlands and as you deal with Roman 
Catholic questions here, 

Like the rugged Andean mountain 
range that stretches the length of the 
continent and splits South America into 
two vast watersheds, there is today a 
great continental divide of the spirit in 
Latin America that cleanly and deci- 
sively cleaves the political scene and cre- 
ates two vast ideological camps. Some- 
times the cleavage is sharper, sometimes 
slighter, but it is the underlying factor 
in every political situation, the basic 
element in every election. 

I refer to the great spiritual divide 
that has split Latin America into politi- 
cal “liberals” and political “conserva- 
tives.” And the issue which divides 
them is the issue of the state*church. 
Other factors, of course, are sometimes 
involved, but the basic issue remains— 
the “conservatives” believe that the 
church (in this case the Roman Catholic 
Church) should exercise spiritual and 
political authority over the government, 
while the liberals believe just as firmly 
that the people, rather than the clergy, 


should be supreme and that church and 


state should be separate. It is not purely 
a religious matter—many Catholics are 
liberals, but in contrast to their con- 
servative countrymen, they think the 
church’s domain is spiritual, not political. 

This basic issue of the relation of 
church and state is the fundamental fac- 
tor in every political situation in Latin 
America—comprehended sometimes as in 
Colombia, with a rugged, Andean clarity; 
at times flattened out to the diminishing 
point, as in the island of Puerto Rico; 
but always present, the great Latin 
American political divide. 

Please do not confuse this with our 
own North America definitions of liber- 
alism and conservatism. This is no mere 
distinction between the Democrats and 
the Republicans. By Latin American 
standards the United States is totally 
liberal: (1) our Constitution recognizes 
the supreme authority of God, yes; but 
not of any church; (2) our Government 
owes no allegiance to any clerical body; 
(3) our taxes support no church schools, 

Liberalism (as the South Americans 
define it) is the essence of what we call 
“the American way of life,” the atmos- 
phere of our political” existence, it is 
freedom and democracy. This “American 
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way of life” Latin American conserva- 
tives fear and hate, 

Conservatism is South America’s leg- 
acy from medieval Spain. Based on the 
doctrine of the state church, it exhales 
the heady authoritarianism that has 
tended toward dictatorship, stifling civil 
liberties and personal freedoms. 

Present-day Latin liberals are the 
heirs of the great South American lib- 
erators, Simon Bolivar, Santander, San 
Martin, Sucre, Cordoba, and the like. 
Present-day conservatives are the de- 
scendants—spiritual and frequently lin- 
eal—of the colonial royalists, who, along 
with the clergy, opposed Bolivar and his 
fellow liberators at every turn in the 
struggle for independence, 

This conflict has continued for two 
centuries to threaten national unity and 
has been a frequent cause of bloodshed. 
In Colombia, since the conservatives 
took over the government five years 
ago, political deaths have numbered in 
the thousands (some estimates run to 
30,000 or 50,000); a state of siege has been 
declared; the legislature disbanded; the 
supreme court adjourned: liberals re- 
moved from all’ key government posi- 
tions; and religious persecution of non- 
Catholics sanctioned, Why? Because the 
state (i.e.. the people) has surrendered 
its political authority to the church, The 
liberals have not been blameless, but 
the record for their sixteen years of 
administration prior to 1947 shows real 
progress in civil liberties as well as in 
industrial and economic development. 

Our own liberty and prosperity in these 
United States should be sufficient proof 
that freedom is safest when controlled 
by the people who owe their allegiance 
to God and country, not to church and 
party. Only disaster can follow when 
the state merges with the church—any 
church—and tries to exercise total 
authority, spiritual and temporal, over 
its citizens. The end result is what has 
come to be known as totalitarianism, 
with total authority resting in the 
church-state, so that the citizen is no 
longer a free voice in a free nation, but 
a subject in a dictatorship. 

You say: “But it can’t happen here!” 

Well,. maybe not, but it is happening 
elsewhere. In the postwar political pic- 
ture, I can think of at least five liberals 
in the Caribbean and greater Colombian 
area who emerged as the top men or 
potential top men in their respective 
nations. They were likeminded in their 
desire to see the working classes get a 
better break. They were exponents of 
the great civil liberties. Their names 
were: Haya de la Torre, of Peru; Galo 
Plaza, of Ecuador; Jorge Eliezer Gaitan, 
Colombia; Romulo Betancourt, Vene- 
zuela; and Jose Figueres, of Costa Rica. 

Where are they now? Haya de la 
Torre is a prisoner in the Colombian 
embassy in Peru, while a conservative 
military clique rules his country. Galo 
Plaza managed to hold his own for a 
term as president of Ecuador by the 
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skin of his teeth, despite constant threats 
of revolution. Gaitan was assassinated 
just before Colombia’s last semifree 
elections. Betancourt is in exile from 
Venezuela. Only Costa Rica’s Figueres 
is still in ascendancy—he is running for 
president this year. 

In every case, pressure from the cleri- 
cal-conservatives has resulted in a steady 
retrogression in the Catholic-dominated 
countries. In every case, the state church 
has gained political power, albeit fre- 
quently at the cost of spiritual prestige. 

How do they do it? How does a 
church manage to dominate a nation? 
Here are the techniques that have been 
followed in Latin America, although in 
varying order and emphasis: 


1. Recognition as the official religion. 
Most of the Latin American constitu- 
tions have granted Romanism this priv- 
ilege, thus surrendering the first battle 
to the conservatives. As the official re- 
ligion, the state church’s clergy partici- 
pates in all public events, and tax money 
is used to help support its cathedrals, 
curates, and parochial schools, 

2. Compulsory _ religious 
(Catholic, of course) in the public 
schools is the next step. This tactic 
strikes at the non-Catholic home at its 
most vulnerable point, through the chil- 
dren. 

3. Recognition of canon law and the 
church’s vital statistics department, 
whereby anyone baptized in the church 
or married by its priests is exempt from 
the duties of civil registration. This lays 
the groundwork for undermining the 
government’s laws regarding marriage 
and divorce, and the like, and actually 
creates a “state within a state.” 

4. While other means of infiltration 


The Rural Bible Crusade 


education 
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might be mentioned—the church-spon- 
sored labor organizations, for example, 
or the attempted control of the feminine 
vote through the confessional, and the 
like—the last step in the battle with 
clerical-conservatism is frequently the 
Signing of a “concordat” or treaty with 
Rome, which gives perpetual guarantee 
of certain rights and privileges to the 
Roman clergy within the signatory coun- 
try in exchange for the Vatican’s spir- 
itual blessing and moral authority. In 
Colombia, for example, by the terms of 
the concordat the supposedly sovereign 
country actually pays the Vatican (an- 
other sovereign state) for the privilege 
of being subject to it, and, every year, 
upward of ten million pesos goes to 
Rome for the purpose, one peso each for 
every Catholic, Protestant, Jew, atheist, 
or Indian within the confines of its ter- 
ritory! 

It can’t happen here? Maybe not, but 
it is happening elsewhere. 

There is only one defense against the 
inroads of totalitarianism, whether it be 
materialistic or religious. It is to 
strengthen the fabric of our society, 
weaving into it the strong moral fiber 
and spiritual discernment that come from 
a real inner experience of the grace of 
God as revealed in Jesus Christ. 

Liberalism alone cannot stand. That is 
being proved in Latin America today. 
Liberalism without the regenerating 
power of the Gospel will fall! “Ye shall 
know the truth, and the truth shall make 
you free.” But, adds the Lord Jesus 
Christ, “I am the way, the truth, and the 
life: no man cometh unto the Father, 
but by me.” 

GLENDALE, CALIF, 


Reaching country school children and their families for Christ 


EPRESENTATIVES of the Rural 

Bible Crusade recently visited the 
one-room country schoo] near Rockford, 
Ill.. where a whole class, including the 
teacher, has enrolled in a course of Bible 
memorizing. 

One girl, Sue Ellen, age twelve, had 
been especially enthusiastic about the 
program when it had been launched. 
Her parents noted her excitement about 
learning the verses and let her learn 
them, though they did not believe the 
Bible in any way. In a little over a 
month’s time she had learned five hun- 
dred verses and therefore became eligi- 
ble to attend the Crusade’s summer camp. 
At camp she readily accepted Christ as 
her Saviour and became a Christian. 
Back home again, her parents, already 
softened by the hundreds of verses that 
Sue had quoted before them, soon ac- 
eepted Christ. Within the next few 
‘ . 
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months her two younger brothers, too, 
had come to Christ. 

This story is typical of what is hap- 
pening over and over again in the other- 
wise neglected and unnoticed rural com- 
munities as a result of the work of the 
Rural Bible Crusade. 

But what is the Rural Bible Crusade, 
and what does it do? It is not a Sun- 
day school or church organization, or 
a daily vacation Bible school group, or 
even a religious educational program 
patterned after released time. It is 
merely an organization that has met the 
challenge of the countryside, where J. 
Edgar Hoover says that juvenile delin- 
quency is increasing seven times faster 
than in the cities, where eighty per cent 
of the people get no Gospel whatever, and 
where there are sixty thousand closed 
churches, 


The plan is simple. They go to the 
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country school children from the ages of 
six to twelve and ask if they would like 
to learn Bible verses for prizes. In spite 
of what you might think, the response 
is always tremendous. When the Bible 
verses are given out then the Rural 
Bible Crusade workers step back and 
wait for results. These results always 
come, as demonstrated by these facts. 
Over fwelve thousand have already 
learned five hundred verses or more. 
There is an average of two thousand 
converts each year. Nearly every con- 
vert wants to be a missionary. Few, if 
any, backslide. 

The story of Lillian, age twelve, and 
her friend Marbeth, age eleven, illus- 
trates what Rural] Bible Crusade is ac- 
complishing. ‘Both these girls learned 
the five hundred verses necessary to go 
to camp. At camp, the directors soon 
found out what an ungodly girl Mar- 
beth was. She swore fluently and told 
dirty stories to the other fifty girls at 
camp. The director told her that she 
would either have to stop or go home. 
Instead, the cabin leader got hold of 
her and explained the way of salvation 
to her. She accepted Christ aknost im- 
mediately. This cleaned up her life so 
thoroughly that Lillian also decided that 
she would like to be a Christian. The 
two girls were so enthusiastic about 
their new-found life that they wanted 
to start a Sunday school when they got 
back home. The camp leaders knew that 
this was too big a job for these girls, 
and tried to discourage them. But they 
would not be discouraged. 

When they got home, they went to 
the school board and got permission to 
have a Sunday school in the school 
building. Permission was granted, but 
the first two attempts at having a meet- 
ing were stopped by some rowdy boys, 
who came to break up the Sunday school. 
The next Sunday, however, two college 
boys were sent down to help the school 
get started by holding a Daily Vacation 
Bible School for two weeks. During 
that time eight more were saved, in- 
cluding Lillian’s little brother and sister. 

By this time, though, Lillian’s father 
had decided that this religion had gone 
far enough. One night, after drinking 
just a little more than usual, he got out 
his shotgun and chased ‘Lillian out of 
the house, with the threat that he would 
kill her if she came back. With her 
Christian mother she fled to neighbors, 
where they stayed all night. Lillian 
called her near-by pastor and asked if 
he would come and talk with her en- 
raged father. She spent the rest of the 
night in prayer without any sleep. The 
pastor did come and talk with her father, 
and, by 4.30 a.m., he led him to the Lord. 
Now the whole family is happily united 
and living for the Lord, all because 
the Rural Bible Crusade gave one little 
girl the opportunity to learn Bible 
verses. 

The story of young John Corby also 
illustrates what the Rural Bible Crusade 








90 (6) * 


is doing. His mother had attempted to 
kill herself twice within one year be- 
cause of the recent death of her hus- 
band. While this was happening, John 
had been approached in his country 
school to learn Bible verses. He re- 
sponded by learning all five hundred in 
a short time. This made him eligible 
to go to the summer camp for a week. 
. His family doctor warned him not to 
leave, however, for fear that his mother 
might try to take her life again. But 
John was so intent on going that he 
wrote to the Crusade workers and 
pleaded with them to come and talk 
with his mother. He even promised to 
buy the gas they would use. The local 
worker came out. He was approached 
very gruffly by John’s mother, who said 
that she didn’t want any religion. The 
worker suggested that, if she stayed like 
that, her son would grow to be the same 
way. She broke down and confessed 
that she didn’t want that to happen. He 
went on to say that if she read the Bible 
every night to her son that he would 
not be like that. She followed the sug- 
gestion and it changed her life com- 
pletely. Later that summer John was 
able to go to camp, and he there ac- 
cepted Christ. 

These illustrations are just two ex- 
amples of the great things that Rural 
Bible Crusade has accomplished since 
the late Rev. Lloyd Hunter first was 
burdened for this needy work. It all came 
about in 1937, back in the north woods 
of Minnesota, where, one evening, Mr. 
Hunter held a Gospel meeting in a rural 
schoolhouse. After the meeting, as he 
was driving away from the schoolyard, 
he picked up a little farm girl, who was 
walking to her home not far away. She 
said to him, “I wish I could be a Chris- 
tian like you.” Mr. Hunter replied, “You 
can be.” The girl said she didn’t know 
how. Hunter then stopped the car, 
opened his Bible, and pointed out the 
plan of salvation. The girl was saved 
right there. After accepting the Lord 
she went on to tell Hunter of the misery 
of the broken home in which she lived. 
Later, as the rural missionary drove on 
alone, he stopped the car at a lonely 
spot in the road and cried to God about 
the thousands gf similar broken homes 
in the countryside, where children have 
no way of getting the Gospel. 

A plan came to him just as clearly as 
Moses had received on the mount for 
the plan for the Tabernacle. He would 
go to the country children who had 
little to do, little to read, and few radios 
to listen to, and give them the oppor- 
tunity to learn Bible verses for prizes. 

In this new type of work Mr, Hunter 
realized what the power of the Word of 
God was. He knew that one cannot know 
what the Bible means until he knows 
what it says, and that meditation upon 
the Word is possible only when one 
knows it by heart. So he offered rural 
school pupils and teachers Bible awards 
for memorizing the entire Book of John. 
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Later he chose other passages that led 
to conviction and faith in Christ, 

The response among both rural school 
pupils and teachers, as well as county 
superintendents was so great that others 
took up the work, spreading the new 
plan all over the Middle West. Mr. 
Hunter was taken Home while the or- 
ganization was still in its infancy, but 
even before his death he had the priv- 
ilege of seeing thousands receive Christ. 

After his death, his wife courageously 
carried on the work until 1944, when 
several of the co-operating states met 
in Wheaton, Ill., to form a national or- 
ganization. This first convention called 
the Rev,.J. H. Kornelson from a rural 
pastorate in Kansas to serve as executive 
secretary. 

During the first year of the national 
fellowship, the several state organiza- 
tions enrolled more than sixty thousand 
rural school pupils in the Bible memo- 
rizing program. The following year, the 
enrollment stood at eighty thousand, the 
next year ninety thousand, and since 
then it has been consistently over one 
hundred thousand. There has been a 
steady growth in the Crusade each year, 
with an average of about twenty-five 
per cent increase in all phases annually. 

Though a few changes have been made, 
the basic plan for approaching the young 
people is the same as Mr, Hunter used 
when the Crusade was first started. A 
worker goes to the county school super- 
intendent and then to the individual 
teachers to get permission to give the 
pupils an opportunity to learn the verses. 
Next they go into the classrooms and 
tell the pupils about the prizes they can 
earn if they learn Bible verses. Each 
one who learns John 3:16 receives a 
Gospel of John. For fifteen verses they 
receive a Gospel pencil, and a New Tes- 
tament for an additional thirty-five 
verses. For each fifty verses learned 
thereafter, a Christian storybook is sent 
them by mail. Upon completion of five 
hundred carefully selected verses, they 
get a leather-bound Bible with their 
name in gold on the cover, plus a week 
free at a summer camp. These summer 
camps are held for one week in each of 
the eleven Midwest states in which the 
Crusade operates. Many students, how- 
ever, don’t stop at learning just five hun- 
dred verses, and several have learned 
verses totaling in the thousands. One 
boy learned the five hundred verses in 
just three days. The children learn the 
verses at home. so the plan of salvation 
is heard over and over by the whole 
family, probably one that never could be 
reached by conventional means, 

Almost every one of those who learn 
the five hundred verses and go to camp 
accepts Christ. This brings up the prob- 
lem of follow-up work for these new 
converts. This is taken care of usually 
by one of three methods. The first is 
to tell the local pastor, if there is one, 
of the new converts and let him carry 
on from there. In some cases, where 
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there is no church, the Crusade has 
started Sunday schools and eventually 
churches, though this is not the usual 
procedure. 

The second method is to send a 
monthly letter to all those that have 
learned the five hundred verses. This 
includes a daily exercise for Bible read- 
ing and praying. They then fill out a 
chart and send it in and receive sub- 
scriptions to Power and My Counsellor 
for completing these exercises. The third 
method is the counselor club. Anyone 
who enrolls another and gets him to learn 
fifty verses is received into membership 
to this club and is given an attractive 
pin. 

One of the unique features of the Cru- 
sade is in reaching Catholics. There is 
virtually no opposition, and many priests 
have actually encouraged Catholics to 
learn the verses. Many nuns have 
learned five hundred verses themselves 
as well as encouraging their pupils. 

Right now, the future looks bright for 
the Rural Bible Crusade. Mr. Kornel- 
son states that it could be expanded into 
a large organization within a very short 
time, but they prefer to let it develop 
slowly and on a solid basis. Their one 
problem is in _ attracting top-flight 
leaders, for it is not easy to get the best 
talent. But it is certain that those that 
are already working with the Crusade 
have a tremendous vision and burden for 
the work. 

WHEATON, ILL, 

we 


The Slaughter of Protestants 
(Continued from second page) 


These outrages are increasing. In the 
State of Vera Cruz two persons shot 
to death a Protestant teacher, M. Mar- 
tinez. The parish priest had said, “I 
promise you, my children, that I shall 
march at your head when we club the 
Protestants to death.” . 

On January 12, 1952, the director of 
highways ordered Protestants to destroy 
their church on the falsé charge that it 
was on the right of way. 

Of all this Archbishop Martinez says, 
“We have always tried to avoid these 
embarrassing incidents, but the people 
love their faith.” 

Ever more outrages, carefully veri- 
fied, are being recorded in Colombia. 
They are too numerous to reprint. In 
the British Weekly some months ago 
appeared the sworn statement of Wil- 
liam C, Easton, a Scottish missionary in 
Mariquita, Colombia. The details are 
beyond belief—an assault on a little 
group of eight in a young people’s meet- 
ing. Bibles burned, beatings with flat of 
sword and butt of rifles, kickings, forced 
abuse, marches through the town, dous- 
ing in water tanks, 

“During the process, we were made to 
drink water from a filthy drain, Police 
put their feet on the backs of our necks 

(Continued on page 99) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 7. FEBRUARY 15. WHOSE IS THE KINGDOM? 
Matthew 21:1 to 22:14; printed text, 21:33-43 


Golden Text.—Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.—Luke 12: 32 


THe Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Matt. 21:33 Hear another parable: There was a certain 
householder, which planted a vineyard, and hedged it round 
about, and digged a winepress in it, and built a tower, and 
let it out to husbandmen, and went into a far country: 

34 And when the time of the fruit drew near, he sent his 
servants to the husbandmen, that they might receive the 
fruits of it. 

35 And the husbandmen took his servants, and beat one, 
and killed another, and stoned another, 


39 And they caught him, and cast him out of the vineyard, 
and slew him. 

40 When the lord therefore of the vineyard cometh, what 
will he do unto those husbandmen? 

41 They say unto him, He will miserably destroy those 
wicked men, and will let out his vineyard unto other hus- 
bandmen, which shall render him the fruits in their seasons. 

42 Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scrip- 
tures, The stone which the builders rejected, the same is 
become the head of the corner: this is the Lord’s doing, and 





36 Again, he sent other servants more than the first: and 


they did unto them likewise. 


37 But last of al] he sent unto them his son, saying, They 


will reverence my son. 


38 But when the husbandmen saw the son, they said among 
themselves, This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and let 


us seize on his inheritance. 
e 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


HE “Triumphal Entry,” as we cal] 
it, brings us to the section which 
we entitled, “Approaching His Pas- 
sion.” The whole atmosphere becomes 
tense, and the current of action is swift 
and powerful. Our Lord’s presentation 
of Himself to Jerusalem meets the de- 
termined resistance of the leaders, and 
He answers with parables of Israel's re- 
jection and of the launching of the Gen- 
tile age. These are included in this 
week’s lesson portion. Following this 
we have the unsyccessful attempts of 
various groups to “corner” Jesus, who 
in turn completely silences them and 
launches on His fearful indictment of 
the Pharisees (chap. 23). The next two 
chapters are devoted to prophetic utter- 
ances addressed to His disciples on the 
Mount of Olives, and called therefore 
the Olivet Discourse, which is the last 
of the five bodies of teaching which we 
noted in the analysis. Thus in the Ap- 
proach to His Passion, we have: 


1. The King’s presentation (Matt, 21:1- 
16) 

2. The King’s controversies (chaps, 21:17 
to 23:39) 

3. The King’s predictions (chaps, 24:1 
to 25: 46) 


Verse by Verse 

Matt. 21:33—“There was a _ certain 
householder, which planted a vineyard 

. and let it out to husbandmen.” The 
figure of the vineyard was not new to 
the Jews (Psa, 80:8-16; Isa. 5:1-7). It 
would therefore have an appeal for 
them. Notice the care which the house- 
holder expended on this vineyard, and 
compare Isaiah 5:4. 


it is marvellous in our eyes? 


43 Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall 


fruits thereof. 
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Verse 34.—“‘He sent his servants .. . 
that they might receive the fruits of it.” 
What fruit does God expect from His 
vineyard? In Isaiah 5:7 we read that He 
looked for judgment and righteousness. 
The servants here are the prophets, 

Verse 35.—“Beat one, and killed an- 
other, and stoned another.” See 1 Kings 
22:24: Jeremiah 26:20-23; 2 Chronicles 
24:20, 21. 

Verse 36.—“He sent Other servants ... 
and they did unto them likewise.” God's 
servants never had it easy, even in Is- 
rael. See Acts 7:52. Here also is God’s 
patience toward a rebellious people (Jer. 
44:4). 

Verse 37.—“But last of all . . . his son 
saying, They will reverence my son.” 
God knew, of course, what men would 
do to His Son. This soliloquy of the 
householder is part of the earthly story 
which we must not press for spiritual 
content, except the fact that the highest 
ranking messenger was sent last, as a 
final test. See Hebrews 1:1, 2. 

Verse 38.—“This is the heir; come let 
us kill him; and let us seize on his in- 
heritance.” The husbandmen recognized 
the son and heir, but the Jews did not 
recognize Jesus as the Son of God. That 
was their guilt, as He bore every mark 
of divine sonship. The incidents are dif- 
ferent, but the parable sets forth the 
truth of John 1:11, 

Verse 39.—“And they caught him, and 
cast him out of the vineyard, and slew 
him.” The analogy here is closer. Jesus 
was “caught” (chap. 26:50), led outside 
the city (Heb, 13:12), and slain. 

Verse 40.—“What will he do unto those 
husbandmen?” Notice how Jesus ap- 
peals to their own sense of justice. In 
so doing, He makes them pronounce 
their own doom. 


Verse 41.—“He will miserably destroy 
those wicked men, and will let out his 
vineyard unto other husbandmen, which 
shall render him the fruits.” They were 
sufficiently taught in righteousness to see 
the need of judgment, and to see that 
the wicked husbandmen forfeited all 
right to the vineyard. But, like David 
(2 Sam. 12:1-7), they did not see the im- 
plications of the parable till the “Thou 
art the man” was uttered. 

Verse 42.—“The stone which the build- 
ers rejected, the same is become the head 
of the corner.” Our Lord quoted from 
Psalm 118:22, 23, which is prophetic of 
His own rejection by the religious 
“builders” of Israel, and His exaltation 
to God’s right hand as the one central 
in all the divine purposes. See 1 Peter 
2: 4-8. 

Verse 43.—“The kingdom of God shall 
be taken from you, and given to a nation 
bringing forth the fruits thereof.” So 
our Lord pronounced the rejection of 
unfaithful Israel. The new nation is 
Heaven-born, gathered from among the 
nations of the earth. See 1 Peter 2:9, 10. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


There can be no doubt that our Lord’s 
entry into Jerusalem (Matt. 21:1-11), 
which we cal] the Triumphal Entry, was 
an official act. It was so deliberate, and 
so deliberately different from any for- 
mer arrival. He had always come quietly 
and unobtrusively. This time every- 
thing was calculated to draw attention. 
More than that, on this occasion Jesus 
deliberately and studiedly acted so as 
to fulfill the prophecy of Zechariah 9:9, 
which promises the coming of Israel’s 
King. The disciples of Jesus caught the 
spirit of the action, and it was their re- 
sponse (vs, 7-11) that attached to His 
entry the description “triumphal.” 
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It was soon evident that the jubila- 
tion of His disciples was not shared by 
the Jewish hierarchy. Complaint and 
opposition turned the “triumph” into 
conflict, and the chief priests and elders 
of the people came in a body to challenge 
His authority (v. 23). The Lord knew 
that the die was cast, and that His re- 
jection at the hands of official Jewry 
was fixed beyond recall. With great 
solemnity, therefore, He proceeded to 
announce the rejection of Israel in favor 
of the Gentiles. This He did in three 
parables—The Two Sons (vs. 28-32), The 
Wicked Husbandmen (vs. 33-44), and The 
Marriage Supper (chap. 22:1-14). 

The central of these parables depicts 
Israel] as put in trust with the Kingdom 
of God, seen under the figure of a vine- 
yard. Israel proved unfaithful in this 
trust. They did not bring forth the fruits 
of the Kingdom of God. The wild grapes 
of their willfulness and disobedience 
were their offering to God (Isa, 5:2). 
God’s messengers, the prophets, were 
treated with scorn and abuse, sometimes 
slain. Now they were about to fill full 
the measure of their iniquity in their 
treatment of the Lord Jesus, the blessed 
Son. Notice how Jesus made these 
leaders of Israel spell out their own 
doom in verse 41. We may léarn from 
this that in the day of judgment men 
will acknowledge the justice and the 
righteousness of their doom. 

The Church is the new nation to whom 
the Kingdom of God is committed in 
trust today, and God will receive, His 
returns at her hands. But each one of 
us individually must answer for the de- 
posit He has inyested in us. Will He 
receive His own with interest? (Matt. 
25: 27.) 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. An official presentation (Matt. 21:1-17) 

2. A symbolic demonstration (vs, 18-22) 

3. A wicked repudiation (vs, 23-27) 

4. A solemn denunciation (chaps, 21:28 
to 22:14) 


Topics for Development 

The Three Parables. There is distinct 
progress in the three parables ‘of our 
lesson portion. The first (chap. 21: 28-32) 
shows that, while Israel] officially is re- 
jected, there is “a remnant according to 
the election of grace” (Rom. 11:5) who 
enter into the Kingdom of God. The 
second (Matt. 21:33-43) is a remarkable 
description of the nation’s disobedience, 
culminating in the rejection of Christ, 
for which cause the place of privilege 
as God’s representative on earth is taken 
away, to be entrusted to another 
“nation,” the Church, which Peter de- 
scribes as “a chosen generation, a royal 
priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar 
people” (1 Pet. 2:9). The third parable 
(Matt. 22:1-14) shows Israel as the priv- 
ileged recipients of God’s invitation to 
the feast of life. When all things were 
ready (v. 4). through the finished work 
of Christ. they despised the call, mal- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
6. (19) February 8. — Jesus Teaches 
God's Grace Matthew 20 
Next Week’s Lesson 


8. (21) February 22.—How Jesus An- 
swered Questions . ..Matthew 22:15-46 








treating the early messengers of the Gos- 
pel, as they had done the prophets be- 
fore. The invitation was then extended 
to the Gentiles, out in the world’s wide 
highways, while the city of those who 
so persecuted Christ’s heralds was de- 
stroyed and burned (v. 7) by the Ro- 
mans in A.D. 70. 

The Vineyard, In the Old Testament 
the Kingdom of God is identified with 
Israel, and Israel] is therefore spoken of 
as God’s vineyard. So it is in Isaiah 5. 
“For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is 
the house of Israel, and the men of 
Judah his pleasant plant” (v. 7). But 
instead of the fruits of “righteousness, 
and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost” 
(Rom. 14:17), the vineyard brought forth 
the wild grapes of oppression and vio- 
lence and disobedience and rebellion, and 
the “pleasant plant” became the “degen- 
erate plant of a strange vine” (Jer. 2:21), 

In the New Testament the Kingdom 
of God, God’s vineyard, is presented as 
a trust committed to Israel, then with- 
drawn because of Israel’s failure to bring 
forth the fruit, and now given to the 
Church. We are the “nation” to whom 
the vineyard is committed, to bring 
“forth the fruits thereof,” or, as Peter 
says, “that ye should shew forth the 
praises of him who hath called you out 
of darkness into his marvellous light” 
(1 Pet, 2:9). 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT do we mean by the Triumpha] 
Entry? 

2. What Scripture did our Lord fulfill 
in the Triumphal Entry? 

3. How was Jesus received by the re- 
ligious leaders of Israel? 

4. How many parables did Jesus speak 
in answer to the challenge of the chief 
priests? 

5. What was the general theme of these 
parables? 

6. How did Jesus make the Jewish 
leaders condemn themselves? 

7. How is the figure of the vineyard 
used (1) in the Old Testament, (2) in 
the New Testament? 

8. In the Parable of the Wicked Hus- 
bandmen who are the servants? 

9. What are the principal Old Testa- 
ment pasSages describing Israel as a 
vineyard? 

10. Where are Christians called 
holy nation”? 

(Answers on page 97) 
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But Israel will again be God’s vine- 
yard. That will be when Israel has re- 
ceived her long rejected King. In that 
day there will be a new song sung, 
whose title will be, “A vineyard of red 
wine” (Isa. 27:2, 3). No more will the 
lamentation of Psalm 80:8-16 be sung. 


Personal Applications 

God’s work is always thorough (Matt. 
21:33). So should ours be. 

What does God receive for all 
labor in you and me? 

Men may denounce the idea of divine 
judgment, but in that day every man 
shall say, “We receive the due reward 
of our deeds” 40. 41; Luke 23:41). 

Only a fool builds without the head- 
stone, 


His 


(VS, 


Golden Text 
Luke 12:32.—“It is your Father’s good 
pleasure to give you the kingdom.” 


When you look at others with their lands 
and gold, 


Think that Christ has promised you His 
wealth untold: 
Count your many blessings, money can- 
not buy 
Your reward in Heaven, nor your home 
on high, 
ELMHuRST, ILL, 
ue 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 
SvuccEsTeD HyMNS 


“Tell Me the Story of Jesus” 
Cren My Eves”’ 
“O Jesus, I Have Promised” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Heavenly Father, who hast blessed 
us with the knowledge of the Gospel 


and the ministries of the Christian 
Church, we thank Thee for all the good 
we have that comes to us through Chris- 


tian truth and influence Help us to 
see that these privileges place us under 
obligation to Thee, and help us to hold 
fast to the faith of our fathers, and hold 
it forth in all the world that men every- 
where may believe and be saved. Bless and 
prosper all Thy true and faithful serv- 
ants as they tell the Gospel story, and turn 


more and more people to reverence Thee 
and Thy Son. May Thy Kingdom come 
and Thy will be done in all the earth. 


Help us in studying Thy Word today, 
and then lead us out each day to those 
good works by which we can best serve 
Thee and the needs of others. Be with 
the sick, the dying, the troubled, and 
the afflicted. Give us godly and wise 
men to lead our nation. Protect those 
who serve in guarding our liberties, and 
give peace in our time, O Lord. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Our lesson title is 
a question, “Whose Is the Kingdom?” 
The Parable of the Vineyard gives us 
the answer. The Kingdom of God con- 
sists of those who reverence God’s Son. 
In the parable, the lord of the vineyard 
sends his son, saying, “They will rever- 
ence my son.” But instead they slew 
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him, the very thing Israel’s leaders were 
plotting to do with the Lord Jesus at 
that time. For failure to reverence God’s 
Son the nation lost its privileged posi- 
tion in serving the cause and Kingdom 
of God. The “nation” taking Israel’s 
place is the entire company of those 
who reverence the Lord Jesus as God’s 
Son and their Saviour and Lord. Are 
you among them? 

Whether you have a part in the King- 
dom of God or not depends on your at- 
titude toward Jesus Christ. Right in 
their own Bible, in the Second Psalm, 
the leaders of Israel had a picture of 
their coming Messiah opposed by leaders 

EVERE 


SOME Risscr GOD'S SON 


WHAT ABOUT YOU? 














of men but overcoming all opposition. 
The Psalm ends with this advice: “Be 
wise now therefore, O ye kings: be in- 
structed, ye judges of the earth. Serve 
the Lord with fear, and rejoice with 
trembling. Kiss the Son, lest he be an- 
gry, and ye perish from the way, when 
his wrath is kindled but a little, Blessed 
are all they that put their trust in him.” 
In those words. “Kiss the Son,” we are 
taught how to reverence the Lord Jesus. 
The kiss of loyalty is meant. Those who 
serve an earthly king or queen often 
proclaim their love and loyalty to their 
ruler by kneeling and kissing the hand 
of their sovereign. Have you knelt be- 
fore the Lord Jesus and given yourself 
to Him as His loyal subject and servant? 
He is worthy of your best, for He gave 
His all for you. Those who fail to kiss 
the Son, refusing to have Him reign over 
them, will perish from the way, «but 
blessed are all they that put their trust 
in Him. 
Caucary, ALTA., CAN, 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“A certain householder, which planted 
a vineyard” (Matt. 21:33).—In Psalm 80: 
7, 8 we are definitely told it was the God 
of hosts that planted the vine which He 
had taken out of Egypt. Thus, in the 
opening portion of this parable, we are 
given a review of the a of Israel; 
“for the vineyard of the Lord of hosts 
is the house of Israel” (Isa. 5:7). 

The call and separation of Israel] is 
one of the most remarkable things ever 
to occur in the history of the world. 
For, according to Moses, never before 
—and certainly never since—has “God 
assayed to go and take him a nation 
from the midst of another nation, by 
temptations [or trials], by signs, and by 
wonders, and by war, and by a mighty 
hand, and by a stretched out arm, and 
by great terrors, according to all that 
the Lord your God did for you in Egypt 
‘before your eyes” (Deut. 4:34), 
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The planting, hedging, digging, and 
building mentioned in the parable, re- 
mind us of the labor, care, thought, and 
blessing which the Lord lavished on Is- 
rael. This always reminds me of Ro- 
mans 9:4 and 5. Theirs is the adoption, 
the glory, the covenants, the Law, the 
service of God, the promises, the fathers 
—and greatest of all—Christ .. . who 
is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen.” 

Those who deny our Lord’s essential 
deity would change this to read, 
“Blessed for ever be the God who is over 
all!” and say that the words are to be 
understood as a doxology to the Father. 
But Dean Stanley says the rendering in 
the King James Version “is not only that 
most agreeable to the usage of the apos- 
tle, but the only one admissible by the 
rules of grammar and arrangement. It 
also admirably suits the context: for 
having enumerated the historic advan- 
tages of the Jewish people, he concludes 
by stating one which ranks far higher 
than all—that from them sprung, ac- 
cording to the flesh, He who is God over 
all, blessed for ever.” 

“He sent his servants . . . that they 
might receive the fruits of it” (Matt. 21: 
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34).—A planter of a vineyard has but 
one purpose in so doing—to receive its 
fruit. The Prophet Ezekiel shows (chap 
15) that the wood of the vine is not good 
for the making of furniture—not even 
for a peg to hang a vessel on. If the 
vine does not bear grapes, it is only fit 
to be burned. 

The heavenly Husbandman has a per- 
fect right to expect fruit to His glory 
from Israel. He sent His servants, the 
prophets, throughout the Old Testament, 
and in the beginning of the New Testa- 
ment, to receive the fruit; but the rulers 
of Israel not only refused to give them 
the fruits, but abused and killed the 
servants. Israel’s history is replete with 
incidents of violence and murder. (See 2 
Chron, 36:16; Matt, 23:24, 25; Acts 7:52.) 

A more recent example of this is given 
by Dr. John P, Peters, a famed archae- 
ologist in “The Bible and the Spade.” ! 
He says, while excavating in North Je- 
rusalem he found some stone buildings 
for which he was unable to account. 
After diligent inquiry, he learned that 


about the middle of the last century 
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the owners in Jerusalem hired men to 
live there and defend the place against 
brigands, who were numerous at that 
time, in order that they might have the 
fruits of their gardens. 

The houses of these tenants were really 
forts. After a time the tenants realized 
the strength of their position and joined 
together in refusing to give the owners 
of the gardens their portion of the 
produce. Scenes were enacted much like 
those described in our lesson. When Dr. 
Peters made his investigation, the doubt- 
ful title of those buildings and lands 
went back to those squatting holders 
(B. L, Olmstead). 


“But last of all he sent unto them his 
son” (Matt. 21:37).—God was long- 
suffering to Israel, for He sent “other 
servants more than the first,” but “they 
did unto them likewise.” He could have 
executed His righteous judgment upon 
them at this stage of their rebellion, but 
He sent His Son. They recognized Him, 
for they said: “This is the heir; come, 
let us kill him, and let us seize on his 
inheritance.” Suiting their actions to 
their words, they “caught him, and cast 
him out of the vineyard, and slew him,” 
Only a few days after our Lord related 
this parable, He was seized, led outside 
the gate of Jerusalem, and slain. Instead 
of reverencing Him, they were murder- 
ously irreverent. 

Lack of proper reverence for the Son 
of God is a glaring sin today—not only 
on the part of those who use His pre- 
cious name in oaths and curses, but 
also on the part of those who use pul- 
pit, press, and radio to deny His essen- 
tial deity. To the extent that words 
can kill, Liberals are slaying Him. They 
deny His eternity of being, His virgin 
birth, His miracles, His vicarious death, 
and His bodily resurrection, 

Under peculiar circumstances an or- 
thodox minister arranged to preach in 
a Unitarian pulpit—where the deity of 
the Lord Jesus was denied. The two 
ministers were in the vestry before the 
service began. The Unitarian minister 
said to the orthodox one, “Remember, 
there must be no controversy.” “Cer- 
tainly,” replied the visiting preacher. He 
entered the pulpit, and read out his text: 
“Without controversy great is the mys- 
tery of godliness: God was manifest in 
the flesh” (1 Tim. 3:16). Yes, without 
controversy, Jesus is God. He is the Son, 
and heir of all things, and it is impos- 
sible to take His inheritance from Him. 

The joy of the murderers of the Lord 
Jesus was short-lived; for on the third 
day He arose from among the dead. And 
they confessed to Pilate that if such a 
thing should occur, their “last error” 


would “be worse than the first” (Matt. 
27: 64). 
“He will miserably destroy those 


wicked men” (Matt. 21:41).—By answer- 
ing the Lord’s question thus, they ad- 
mitted they were wicked men and de- 
served to be miserably destroyed for 
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their disobedience, irreverence, and mur- 
der. About forty years after this, Jeru- 
salem was destroyed by the Romans. 
Josephus said 97,000 captives were taken 
and “eleven hundred thousand” people 
were killed. Israel was set aside and 
God is now visiting “the Gentiles to take 
out of them a people for his name.” 


Wawona, CALIF, 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, this parable presents a 

shocking picture of injustice and 
cruelty. If the Lord Himself had not 
drawn the picture, it would be hard to 
believe that human beings could sink to 
such a low level. Here was theft and 
cold-blooded murder, the Sixth and 
Eighth Commandments broken because 
first the Tenth, “Thou shalt not covet,” 
was violated. How truly spoke Jeremiah 
the prophet, “The heart is deceitful 
above all things, and desperately wicked: 
who can know it?” (Jer. 17:10.) 

And this parable was prophetic of just 
what was to be suffered by the Lord 
Himself at the hands of His enemies a 
little later on. “He was in the world, 
and the world was made by him, and 
the world knew him not. He came unto 
his own, and his own received him not” 
(John 1:10, 11). Hear Peter in his great 
sermon at Pentecost, saying, “Ye men of 
Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Naza- 
reth, a man approved of God among you 
by miracles and wonders and signs, 
which God did by him in the midst of 
you, as ye yourselves also know: him 
... ye have taken, and by wicked hands 
have crucified and slain” (Acts 2:22, 23). 


It was bad enough for the “husband- 
men” to refuse to deliver fruit to the 
owner of the vineyard, but it was atro- 
cious to kill the owner’s messengers. 
Then they reached the utmost wicked- 
ness when they murdered the owner’s 
son. The father had said, “They will 
reverence my son.” 

But while the parable is prophetic in 
a way, the fulfillment was far more 
tragic. God the Father sent His only 
Son, not to get but to give. “For God 
so loved the world, that he gave _.. .” 
Yet that Son was slain by the very ones 
whom He came to save from eternal 
death. “He is despised and rejected of 
men; a man of sorrows, and ac- 
quainted with grief: and we hid as it 
were our faces from him: he was de- 
spised, and we esteemed him not. Surely 
he hath borne our -griefs, and carried 
our sorrows: yet we did esteem him 
stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 
But he was wounded for our transgres- 
sions, he was bruised for our iniquities: 
the chastisement of our peace was upon 
him; and with his stripes we are healed, 
All we like sheep have gone astray; we 
have turned every one to his own way; 
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and the Lord hath laid on him the in- 
iquity of us all” (Isa. 53:3-6). 

Fellows,. we don’t give this enough 
thought. Maybe there are days and days 
when we do not think of it at all; but 
if we had even a faint idea of what it 
cost God’s Son to purchase our salvation 
we would marvel at it; and frequently 
we would just stop and think about it. 
Thinking about it has one definite re- 
sult; that is we begin to see what a debt we 
owe. A debt which we can never pay. 
But our Lord wants us to recognize this 
and acknowledge our indebtedness. 

The story is told of a blacksmith, a 
great big six-footer, brawny and strong, 
working at his anvil. The war between 
the states had left the country devas- 
tated. Drought and almost famine had 
brought the people to a low ebb. There 
was a movement over the state to repu- 
diate the state debt. Men reasoned that 
it was suicide to continue to struggle 
under the crushing load when there was 
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apparently no chance to pay. The black- 
smith was one of the citizens approached 
by the politicians soliciting his vote for 
repudiation. He was a home owner and 
a taxpayer, and they showed him con- 
clusively that the state could never pay 
out, and that in the continued struggle 
his taxes would mount higher and 
higher. He listened to their argument 
and, when they had finished, said in 
reply: “I admit there seems no chance 
for us ever to pay all the debt, but—” 
and he rose to his full height, as he 
thundered at them, “We can still owe it 


po 


—and pay what we can! 

Fellows, we can never pay the debt for 
our sin, for Christ has paid it for us. 
But we can give Him our love and wor- 


ship and devotion, in fact, our very 
selves. 
Fontana Dam, N. C. 


we 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
REJECTING THE KING 


ATERIALS needed: gray paper, 
pattern of donkey, scissors and 
paste, pencils and notebooks. 

Matthew 21 starts happily and ends 
sadly. At the beginning of the chapter, 
it looks as if the Jewish nation is at last 
going to receive and welcome their right- 
ful King, but in the end of the chapter 
we find the Jewish leaders watching for 
a chance to kill Him. 

Read Matthew 21:1-11, verse about. 
This story is called, The Triumphal 
Entry. It happened on what is now 
called Palm Sunday. The name “Palm 
Sunday” comes from the palm branches 
which the crowd cut down and spread 
on the roadway leading up to Jerusalem. 
This is an Oriental royal welcome. Be 
sure to mark the Old Testament refer- 
ence in verses 4 and 5, for this fulfilled 
prophecy is another reason why the 
whole Jewish nation should have recog- 
nized Jesus as their Messiah. 

On Palm Sunday the Lord Jesus was 
welcomed into the city of Jerusalem by 
an enthusiastic multitude. This great 
crowd had heard of His miracles. No 
doubt some of them had seen them, and 
others had been blessed by them. They 
welcomed Christ as joyfully as they could. 
They hoped that He would take control 
of the country and free them of the 
galling Roman rule. And it would be 
wonderful to have a ruler who could 
feed hungry thousands with one boy’s 
lunch, and who would freely heal their 
sick and raise their dead. 

But though they welcomed Jesus so 
cordially, they did not at all realize who 
He was. Read what they said when the 
citizens of Jerusalem gathered asking, 
“Who is this?” (v. 10.) Jesus was their 


rightful King, their promised Messiah, 
the Saviour of the world, the Son of the 
living God, yet they only announced Him 
as a “prophet of .. . Galilee.” 
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The Lord’s next act on that day was to 
cleanse the Temple. He had done that 
at the beginning of His ministry and He 
did it once more at the close. Be sure 
to mark the Old Testament reference in 
verse 13. The religious leaders ought to 
have been glad to have the Temple 
cleansed of those who came there only 
to make money, some even by cheating. 
They should have been happy to have the 
lame and the blind healed (v. 14). And 
they should have rejoiced that the chil- 
dren were in the house of God praising 
Him instead of outside getting into mis- 
chief and evil, but none of these things 
moved them at all. Instead they were 
greatly displeased because they were 
jealous of Jesus. They could do no mir- 
acles, and crowds did not follow them 
shouting, “Hosanna.” They wanted Jesus 
to tell the children to keep still. But 
the children were right and they were 
wrong. Mark the Old Testament refer- 
ence in verse 16. 


When Jesus came back to the Temple 
the next day, the Jewish leaders tried 
to trap Him by demanding His creden- 
tials. Instead, they were the ones who 
were trapped, for He asked them a ques- 
tion which they could not answer. Next 
He told them two parables, each of 
which showed the wickedness of their 
own hearts. 

Read verses 28 to 32. The publicans 
and harlots were like the son who said. 
“I will not” to his father, but afterward 
repented and did as he was told. Some 
of them had repented at the preaching 
of John the Baptist. Many had wel- 
comed Jesus. The Jewish leaders were 
like the son who said, “I go, sir,” and 
went not. They pretended to be doing 
God’s will, but they were really serving 
the Devil. 

Now read the rest of the chapter. Last 
week we learned that the vineyard is a 
picture of the nation of Israel. Can you 
name any of God’s servants who were 
badly treated by the Israelites, as re- 
corded in the Old Testament? (Elijah, 
Jeremiah.) Right. Micaiah was another 
and so was Zechariah, 

In verses 38 and 39 the Lord told the 
Jewish leaders what was in their hearts 
at that very mofnent. He made them 
pronounce judgment upon themselves in 
verse 41. Mark the Old Testament ref- 
erence in verse 42. 

Jesus gave them full proof that He 
was the Son of God, their Messiah, and 
their King, for He fulfilled all the Old 
Testament Scriptures concerning His 
first coming. He proved it also by His 
words and by His deeds, yet they chose 
to cast Him out. They had full proof as 
to who He was, but for all that they 
did not want Him. They hated Him 
more than ever after this and watched 
for the first opportunity to kill Him 
without getting into trouble with the 
people. They rejected Him then, but 
the day is coming when they can reject 
Him no longer. They will have to stand 
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before Him to hear their condemnation 
from His own lips 

If they had only repented and received 
Him, they would have had their sins 
forgiven. But they did not, so they will 
receive everlasting punishment instead 
of everlasting joy. 

The Jewish people have suffered for 
nearly two thousand years because of 
their rejection of their Messiah, and their 
future sufferings during the Great Trib- 
ulation will be even worse than anything 
they have experienced previously. 

But the Jews are not the only people 
who will suffer for rejecting Christ. All 
who reject Him as Saviour, during the 
present age of grace, will suffer eter- 
nally for so doing. A man once said to 
me, “I don’t think it is fair that I should 
go to hell because Adam sinned.” I said 
to him, “If you go to hell, it will not 
be because Adam sinned, but because 
you yourself committed the worst sin 
of all, that of rejecting the Saviour.” 
Let us pray that no one in our Sunday 
schoo] will go on in that sin, for it brings 
eternal death. 

Write “Matthew 21” in your notebooks, 
Under that “The Triumphal Entry,” “The 
Cleansing of the Temple,” “The Son 
Cast Out of the Vineyard.” Then make 
a picture of a donkey and copy verse 5 
and the last part of verse 9 underneath. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
A Visit to the Temple (Matt. 21:12-16) 


HERE are many kinds of work: with 

hands, and brain, and heart. (Let 
children name.) Think of working for 
Jesus! Who worked for Him? Yes, 
Peter, James, and John, and all the 
Twelve. Do you suppose they got tired? 
quarreled over the pay they would get? 
or who would get the most? Did 
you read this week a story the Lord 
told them about getting paid? (Show 
a picture of men at work, preferably 
in a vineyard, but any farm scene would 
do.) What did He say when James and 
John and Mother Salome came to ask 
for the best rewards? (If no picture of 
this scene is available, make a composite 
one of a woman and two men before 
Christ.) What is the greatest work that 
the Lord did for Peter, James, and John 
—and you and me? (Matt. 20:28, last 
phrase.) What work of kindness did He 
do for two blind men? (Picture.) “Who- 
soever will be great among you, let him 
be your servant,” He said (v. 26, last 
week’s Memory Verse). 

The Lord Jesus served in healing, 
teaching, dying. Yet He was—and is— 
King. The next we see of Him in Mat- 
thew, He is riding into the capital city 
of Jerusalem as a king—not on a pranc- 
ing, warlike horse as a conquering gen- 
eral, but on a peaceful little donkey 
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such as King David and other royal 
persons rode. There were cheers from 
some people, but glares of hate from 
others. 

Next day He walked into the Temple, 
His Father’s house of prayer for all peo- 
ple. Men from all nations were gather- 
ing to Jerusalem for the great Passover 
celebration. Perhaps it had been a year 
or even years since Jews from far lands 
had been able to be in the Temple to 
worship God. Like the Psalmist they 
felt, “My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth 
for the courts of the Lord: my heart 
and my flesh crieth out for the living 
God” (Psa, 84:2). But was it the voice 
of prayer and happy worship which the 
Lord heard as He entered? No, it was 
the bellowing of cattle, the bleating of 
sheep, loud voices of men quarreling 
over money and prices. Not a church— 
just a trading place. No, worse!—a den 
of thieves, so unfair was the trading. 
Surely here was work He must do for 
His Father, for the folks who wanted 
a quiet place to pray. Out went the 
animals and traders. Over went the 
tables with money on them. The money 
rolled off across the floor. Perhaps folks 
who had been cheated picked up what 
rolled their way and got paid back! 
Quiet came again in the great Temple 
court. The worshipers came in. More 
work for the Lord: the blind and lame 
came to Him to be healed. Listen! 
There is noise again! The priests wanted 
it stopped, but not the Lord Jesus. It 
was the joyous voices of boys shouting, 
“Hosanna to the son of David.” The 
Lord Jesus thought it was the very best 
praise He had received. 

Do you suppose He has been listening 
to your praise and prayers this morn- 
ing? “Serve the Lord with gladness: 
come before his presence with singing” 
(Psa, 100:2, Memory Verse). Could you 
imagine how He would feel*if you came 
to Sunday school with a grouch, if. there 
were quarreling or slapping, or playing 
with things in your pockets, instead of 
joyful singing, quiet prayer, and loving 
hearts? 

If you keep on in chapter 21 of Mat- 
thew, you will read a strange story of 
a fig tree which wasn’t doing its proper 
work, and two stories the Lord Jesus 
told about working. Though He is talk- 
ing about working in vineyards where 
grapes grow, He is thinking of how peo- 
ple work for Him. Are you reading the 
chapter, learning the memory passages 
from Matthew, and doing your home 
tasks well, work for Him, as well as 
being at Sunday school in the right 
spirit? (If grape posters were used for 
the memory passages, urge the slower 

ones to complete their work as for the 
Lord.) 

Orono, MAINE, 

w 
Please pray for the contributors and 


staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leafiets giving a list of the lessons for 1953 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted. and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times thiee 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.”” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson-to 
four illustrations. 

What a Difference the Gospel Made!— 
Fear not, little flock; for it is your 
Father’s good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom (Luke 12:32, Golden Text). Dr. 
George Green, home on leave from the 
mission field. told this experience: 
“When I first went out to my mission 
field in Africa, the boat carried me up 
a wide, beautiful river flowing through 
the jungle, and as the sun set and the 
night came on, I listened with much 
misgiving to the roll of the war drums. 
They continued far into the night. The 
captain of the boat was uneasy and tried 
to dissuade me from going ashore the 
next morning, and I admit I was trem- 
bling with fear. But I found that ‘the 
Lord standeth within the shadows keep- 
ing watch above His own.’ After years 
of delightful labor I left the jungle on 
the same boat. As it came down the 
river, thousands of these same natives 
gathered on the shores near their vil- 
lages to say farewell. As the boat came 
into sight, they broke into song, but 
not a war song. They were singing the 
hymn that is a favorite to most of them, 
‘All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name.’” 
—From C. Roy Angell, in the Teacher. 
Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Nashville, 


Tenn. 


In Our Hands.—When the time of the 
fruit drew near, he sent his servants 

. , that they might receive the fruits 
(Matt. 21:34). A traveler writes: “I 
stayed at a hotel where the service was 
the best I had ever known. The proprie- 
tor had a chain of hotels, and was very 
successful. Behind the desk of each em- 
ployee, unseen by the public, was a sign 
with these words, “My reputation is in 
your hands.”—From the’Christian Her- 
ald. Sent by Mrs. B. Dowen, Eastbourne, 
Sussex, Eng. 


Not Successful—but. Faithful.—And 
the husbandmen took his servants, and 
beat one, and killed another, and stoned 
another (Matt. 21:35). A godly minis- 
ter was forced out of his church, and 
unjustly treated, his few friends were 
amazed at the great grace he showed 
through a very hard experience; he kept 
quiet, and talked very little. Before he 
left the district a few of the people from 
the church called on him. One of the 
number asked him how he felt about 
the matter. “You are such a quiet per- 
son,” said the spokesman, “one never 
knows just how you feel.” The minis- 
ter replied, “I feel I’m just being treated 
as many another of God’s servants has 
been treated by His so-called followers. 
It isn’t I you are rejecting, it is the Lord, 
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but just now I’m not thinking of the 
rejection, I’m thinking of the crowning 
day ahead, He hasn't asked me to be 
successful, as you people expect a min- 
ister to be, but faithful to Him, and that, 
I have tried to be.”—As told by the min- 


ister. Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, Toronto, 


Can. 


God Gave the Only One He Had.—He 
sent unto them his son (Matt. 21:37). 
The story is told that in Germany there 
was a father and a mother who had 
four sons, and all were starving. They 
decided to sell one of them to provide 
bread for the others. So they talked 
about which one they would sell. They 
could not part with the eldest, for he 
was their first-born. Then, because the 
second was exactly like his father, the 
wife could not spare him. Then the 
mother suggested the third, but the 
father could not spare him becaure he 
was the exact image of his mother. Then 
they thought of the baby, but they could 


not spare the little Benjamin of their 
old age. They could not give one of 
the four. But God commends His love 


to us. not that He gave one out of four, 
but He gave His only begotten Son.— 
From the Sunday at Home. Sent by 
J. A, Clark, Southport, Eng. Prize illus- 
tration. 


Who Was the Pierced One?—And they 
. cast him out of the vineyard, and 
slew him (Matt, 21:39). Dr. A. J. Gor- 
don relates the comments of the Hebrew 
Christian scholar, Rabinowitz, on the 
first and last letters of the Hebrew alpha- 
bet: Do you know what questioning 
and controversies the Jews have kept 
over Zechariah 12:10—‘They shall look 
upon me whom they have pierced”? They 
will not admit that it is Jehovah whom 
they have pierced. Hence the dispute 
about the “whom.” But this word 
“whom” is in the original, simply the first 
and last letters of the Hebrew alphabet, 
aleph and tav. Do you wonder then that 
I was filled with awe and astonishment 
when I opened to Revelation 1:7, 8, and 
there read, “Behold, he cometh with 
clouds; and every eye shall see him, and 
they also which pierced him,” and then 
read on and heard the glorified Lord 
saying, “I am Alpha and Omega”? The 
Lord Jesus seemed to say to me, “Do you 
doubt who it is ‘whom’ you pierced? I 
am the Aleph and the Tav of Zechariah 
12:10, the Alpha and Omega, Jehovah 
the Almighty.” The one who was 
“pierced” is in both passages Alpha and 
Omega or Aleph and Tav.—From the 
Moody Monthly. Sent by Mrs, M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Back to the Bible—The stone which 
the builders rejected, the same is be- 
come the head of the corner: this is the 
Lord’s doing, and is marvellous in our 
eyes? (Matt. 21:42.) When Henry Drum- 
mond, the great scientist and lecturer 
of Glasgow University, was forty-six, 
he was found to be dying of a mysterious 
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disease. Weary of the jungle philoso- 
phy of evolution and tired of rattling 
the dried bones of dead monkeys as a 
means of finding the origin of life, he 
said to Sir William Dawson, a scientist 
and devoted Christian: “I am going 
back to the Bible to believe as I once 
did. I can no longer live in uncertainty.” 
He did go back and his intellectual 
wandering and weariness were over.— 
From the Gospel Herald. Sent by M. 
Irene Jury, Glendale, Calif. 


Shall We Kick Down the Ladder?— 
The kingdom of God shall be taken from 
you, and given to a nation bringing forth 
the fruits thereof (Matt. 21:43). Roger 
W. Babson, the famous statistician and 
writer, once told of a visit which he had 
with the president of one of the South 
American republics. He said: “One day 
we sat in his sun parlor looking out over 
the river. Suddenly he turned to me and 
said, ‘Mr. Babson, I have been wondering 
why it is that South America with all 
its great natural advantages is so far 
behind North America, notwithstanding 
that South America was settled before 
North America.’ Then he went on to 
tell how the forests of South America 
had 286 trees that could be found in no 
book of botany. He told me about many 
ranches that had thousands of acres of 
alfalfa in one block. He mentioned the 
mines of iron, coal, copper, silver, gold; 
all those great rivers with water power 
which rivals Niagara’s. ‘Why is it, with 
all these natural resources, South Amer- 
ica is so far.behind North America?’ he 
repeated. Those of you who have been 
there know the reason. But, being a 
guest, I said, ‘Mr. President, what do 
you think is the reason?’ He replied 
thoughtfully, ‘I have come to this con- 
clusion: South America was settled by 
the Spanish who came in search of gold, 
but North America was settled by the 
Pilgrim Fathers who went there in 
search of God.’ Then,” concluded Mr. 
Babson, applying the lesson, “let us as 
American citizens never kick down the 
ladder by which we climb up. Let us 
never forget the foundation upon which 
all permanent prosperity is based.”— 
From Prairie Overcomer. Sent by Mar- 
tin Hyzer, Andes, N, Y, e 


we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 
ONG, long ago when the Lord Jesus 
lived, He did something that was 
very important, about which we are go- 
ing to study today. Sit right up straight 
and listen real hard, for there is some- 
thing in today’s lesson that we must re- 
member all of our lives through, 

Not very long before the Lord Jesus 
died on the cross, He went into the city 
of Jerusalem and to the Temple—a 
building which was used for the worship 
of the true God, much like our church 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


is today. When the Lord Jesus stepped 
inside the Temple court, something aw- 
ful was going on. The people were not 
worshiping God as they should have 
been doing. 

You see, boys and girls, crowds and 
crowds and crowds of Jews had gone to 
Jerusalem (it is estimated that there 
were thfee million of them!) to cele- 
brate the feast of the Passover that was 
observed once each year. While they 
were in the city, they had to use a differ- 
ent kind of money from the kind they 
used at home, and fhat meant, of course, 
that they had to exchange their money. 
Then, too, each person was required to 
offer a sacrifice to God during the Pass- 
over feast. If he could afford to do so, 
he offered a lamb. If he were a poor 
man, his sacrifice was a dove. Those 
who could not bring sacrifices with them, 
purchased theirs when they got to Jeru- 
salem. They should have exchanged 
their money and purchased their sacri- 
fices at the market place. But can you 
guess where they were doing these 
things? They were exchanging their 
money and buying their sacrifices right 
inside the court of the Temple. Imagine 
that! 

When the Lord Jesus Christ, God’s own 
Son, saw what was going on inside God’s 


own house, He was terribly angry. He 
strode to the tables of the money- 
changers turning them upside down. 


Their money flew in every direction. 
From one table to another He rushed, 
chasing the money-changers from the 
courtyard. He cried, “It is written, My 
house shall be called the house of 
prayer; but ye have made it a den of 
thieves.” God the Father wanted people 
always to pray when they were in His 
house (Isa. 56:7), but these people were 
using God’s house for the purpose of 
making money. Oh, how grieved the 
Lord Jesus was to see how far from 
God’s will the money-changers were. 


Today when the Lord Jesus sees God's 
house being used for things other than 
for worshiping God, He is just as grieved 
as He was that day long ago. Do you 
know that there is another temple (be- 
sides the house of God) about which the 
Lord Jesus is very concerned and about 
which each of us must be very careful? 
There is. 

Open your Bibles to the Book of First 
Corinthians, chapter 6 and verse 19, Put 
your finger on the verse when you find 
it, and as soon as we are all ready, we will 
read verses 19 and 20 together. Ready? 
Read! That was very well done. Look 
at verse 19 closely and tell me what it 
is that God says is His temple. Right! 
Your body... . yours, Jim; yours, Betty; 
yours, Eddie . . . your body is the tem- 
ple of God. Isn’t that wonderful? The 
temples of Bible times were very beau- 
tiful indeed. But today, the most beau- 
tiful temple of all is the Christian. What 
was the Temple to be used for during 
the days of the Lord Jesus? To worship 
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God, is right. And what should our body 
temples be used for? The worship of 
God, 

Look carefully at verse 20 and tell me 
what the Christian—the temple of God 
—is to do in his body. Right! He is 
to glorify God. That means that no mat- 
ter what we do—whether we eat or 
drink, wherever we go, whatever we do 
—we are to do it so that others, seeing 
us, will be reminded of the Lord Jesus 
Christ Himself (1 Cor. 10:31). This, 
then, brings glory to God. 

We should see to it that we ourselves 
each day are “houses of prayer.” This 
brings glory to God, 

What is it that makes us the temples 


of God? Why should we glorify God in 
everything? The first part of First 
Corinthians 6:20 tells us that we are 
“bought with a price.” Who can tell 


me what the price is with which we 
were bought? Yes, it is the precious 
blood of the dear Lord Jesus Christ who 
died and shed His blood for us. When 
He did so much for us, can we do less 
than to be His temples—His houses of 
prayer? No, we certainly cannot! Let 
us glorify Him each day, 
LANCASTER, Pa, 
W 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 92) 


1. Christ’s entry into Jerusalem on a 
colt amid the hosannas of the people 
on the Sunday before His death. 


2. Zechariah 9:9. 


3. They rebuked Him for allowing the 
children to shout His praises in the Tem- 
ple (Matt, 21:15, 16), and challenged His 
authority (v. 23). 

4. Three: The Two Sons (chap, 21:28- 
32), The Wicked Husbandmen (vs. 33- 
43), and Phe Marriage Supper (chap 
22: 1-14), 

5. The rejection of Israel and the call- 
ing of the Gentiles, 

6. They unwittingly declared their 
guilt in answering Christ’s question in 
the first parable (chap, 21:31), and de- 
clared their own judgment in answer to 
His question in the second parable (vs 
40, 41). 

7. (1) Of Israel; (2) of the Kingdom 
of God as given to Israel and then to 
the Church. 


8. The prophets. 
9. Psalm 80:8-16; Isaiah 5: 1-7. 
10. 1 Peter 2:9. 


ELMuHovrst, ILL, 
Ww 

We turn our eyes from our weak and 
worthless selves to the Lord Jesus, and 
He, the once crucified for us, who poured 
out His life for us, gives us faith. As 
we exercise that faith, we set out in 
that confidence which is set only on Him. 
Thereby we receive His strength.—W. 
Grist, in Keswick Calendar, 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, February 15 


Humanity’s Oneness 
(1 Sam. 1:3; 1 Cor. 8:12, 13; 1 Thess. 
3:12, 13; Matt, 22:34-40) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christiam Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 
ROM the consideration, last week, 


of Race Relations, we come this week 
to a topic that has been chosen to con- 
form to the widespread observation of 
February 15 as Brotherhood Sunday. 
The two topics are closely related, for, 
if one has the feeling of true brother- 
hood toward others, the color of a per- 
son’s skin or his race will make no dif- 
ference. 

we 

The term “brother,” as used in both 
the Old and New Testaments, has a spe- 
cific application that must not be loosely 
carried over into the meaning of the 
word when we talk about world brother- 
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hood today. For this reason some of 
the Scripture verses assigned for our 
topic have no real application in a con- 
Sideration of universal brotherhood. 
Aside from the strict family meaning of 
the word as applied to another person 
having the same parents, the Old Testa- 
ment use of the word “brother” is con- 
fined to those who were members of the 
Children of Israel, God’s chos€n people. 
All others were referred to as 
“strangers,” or “aliens,” or “heathen,” 
or “gentiles.” The Israelites were God's 
chosen people, set apart by God’s own 
command so that they might be an ex- 
ample to the other nations of the world, 
and so that there might be a clean chan- 
nel through which the Messiah might 
come, 

In the Epistles in the New Testament, 
the term “brother” is used to designate 
fellow believers, or fellow Christians, 
and it has no application to mankind wh 
general, for true brotherhood comes only 
through having the same Father through 
the acceptance of the Lord Jesus Christ 
as Saviour (John 1:12, 13). 

pd 
Now, let us not misunderstand, the 
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New Testament is full of teaching re- 
garding Christian responsibility to be 
neighborly, helpful, and unselfish and 
kind to others, regardless of their race 
or creed or color, and few of us live up 
to the light that we have in God’s Word 
in this respect. But we are not taught 
to call “brother” those who reject or 
deny or turn away from the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thus cannot rightly claim 
God as their Father, 

The followers of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
after His resurrection, were commis- 
sioned to go forth to the uttermost parts 
of the earth with the message of God’s 
forgiveness and love, and His willingness 
to receive all who will come to Him 
through faith in Christ. That commission 
is still being carried out by faithful 
believers around the world. This is the 
only way in which there can be a one- 
ness of humanity, or a true brotherhood. 
Men have tried, and are still trying, 
other schemes and plans to achieve 
world brotherhood, but they all fall 
short because they cannot do the one 
all-important thing that faith in Christ 
can do. They cannot change the human 
heart and transform men so that they 
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Last summer's party on the S. S. Chilcotin in the Inland Waterways 


Another cruise to Alaska will be made in the summer of 1953. 
stone Park; Seattle, Washington; Victoria and Vancouver, B. C.; Portland, Otegon; San Francisco; 
Big Trees of California; Los Angeles; Grand Canyon. 
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want to and have the power to live in 
peace and good will and true brother- 
hood with each other. Such schemes 
remind one of the man who had a won- 
derful plan to make a lion and a lamb 
live peaceably together by placing them 
in the same cage. He said that there 
was just one difficulty with his plan— 
every once in awhile he had to get a 
new lamb. His plan did not have the 
power to change the evil nature of the 
lion, Just so in the world in which we live. 
A mere calling of others “brother,” or 
intermingling or fraternizing with them, 
does not change their natures. For this 
reason it is not safe, even for a nominally 
Christian nation such as the United 
States, to lay aside its arms and to dis- 
band its armies as long as there are law- 
less, irresponsible, and evil men or nations 
on the loose, ready to pounce upon the 
innocent and the unprepared. 
se 

There is one further aspect of this 
topic that Christian young people need 
to be aware of. Much has been said 
and written in recent years about ecu- 
menicity. Some within our great Chris- 
tian denominations would have us think 
that it would be a wonderful] thing if 
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there was just one great denomination 
in which all would be Christian brothers, 
They point out that there would be an 
enormous saving in missionary expense, 
in administration, and in church build- 
ings, and the like, under such a plan. 
But the plan always includes giving up 
certain verities of the Christian faith 
in order to give no offense to other 
groups. And, for some reason or 
other, those who hold fast to the 
fundamentals of the Christian faith, like 
the lamb, are always the ones who are 
asked to make concessions. Any such 
brotherhood is absurd and impossible to 
those who look upon the Bible as the 
inspired Word of God and the Lord 
Jesus Christ as very God as well as per- 
fect man. And, therefore, such man- 
made schemes for brotherhood, even 
among so-called Christians, must be re- 
jected whenever, in one way or another, 
they involve a denial or a compromise 
of the Christian faith, 
PHILADELPHIA, 
w 


A Service for 
The World Day of Prayer 


PROGRAM for the observance of 
the World Day of Prayer on Friday, 
February 20, has been prepared by the 
National Association of Evangelicals. The 
theme is “Kneeling to Conquer,” and 
there are five sections on the value of 
prayer 
Copies may be had free by writing to 
the National Association of Evangelicals, 
542 S. Dearborn St., Chicago 5, 


yw 
The Slaughter of Protestants 


(Continued from page 90) 


and pushed our faces down into the 
filth.” Then—one is shamed to record 
it—they were forced to swallow human 
excrement. 

Stripped naked they were also made 
to roll in smoldering rice chaff, a veri- 
table torture. When they were finally 
released, they were told that, if they 
dared to complain to the authorities at 
Bogota, “it would be a shooting affair.” 
At Mass the next day the priest told his 
flock that the town should not be upset 
by the treatment meted out to the gringos. 
“I was all right; these people denied the 
virginity of the blessed Virgin.” 

There is one man who could stop all 
this, or most of it. His name is Pacelli. 
He is known to the world as Pius XII. 

Does he approve massacre? During 
the last war there were indescribably 
cruel butcheries of Serb Orthodox Chris- 
tians in Jugoslavia. Archbishop Stepinac 
and the Roman Clergy with their Ustash 
bands were responsible for the barbar- 
ous tortures and executions and forced 
conversions. Pius XII knew very well 
what was happening, but lifted no fin- 
ger. Rather did he seem gratified that 
the ratio between Roman Catholic Croats 
and Greek Catholic Serbs was, by the 
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Ss. Z: We have the new loose- 

leaf as well as 35 other 

styles to choose from. 

Write for cetelog. describing Scofields and Soper cases 
to it. FOWLERS, 113 Mein, Hamburg, New York. 





The Blue Book of Daily Bible Readings for 1953 
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O. C. Chapin, 1125 River Avenue, Iron River, Michigan. 
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WANTED 


Cook (male) for rescue mission in New Jersey. Serving 
500 meals daily. Good opportunity to witness for Christ; 
assist in Gospel services; vacation; Social Security: 
excellent co-workers. State age, salary, Christian ex- 
perience, include photo. Write to Adv. No. 705, The 
Sunday School Times Co., 325 N. 13th St.; Phila. 5, Pa. 


ATTENTION 
MINISTERS, MISSIONARIES, 
AND CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


@ When in the metropolitan area on 
or for pl . you will find it 
ical to stop at 


SHELTON COLLEGE 


Dr. J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., President 
340 W. 55th Street New York 19, N. Y. 

















Reaching School Children 
for Christ 


At present we are reaching about 
250,000 children with our Scripture 
Memory Plan and many are being 
saved; but in the ten states in which 
we are working there are nearly five 
million school children who never 
attend Sunday school. 

Pray for these children and write for 

“What is the Children’s Bible Mission?” 


CHILDREN’S BIBLE MISSION 
Box 1137 Lakeland, Florida 
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diminution of the latter, tipping in his 


favor. 

Now Archbishop Stepinac has received 
his reward. He is one of the newly an- 
nounced cardinals. 


2 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


February 9 to 15 


Mon.—Matthew 20:20-29. 
Chief Places in the Kingdom. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Whosoever will 
be chief among you, let him be your 
servant.” In the Kingdom of God there 
is a reversal of method from that in 
vogue in honoring people in this world. 
Here the first are first: but there the 
last shall be first. Here the proud, self- 
assertive. the self-seekers are found in 
the front line for honors: but God giveth 


favor to the lowly. The chief of the 
apostles and Christ have honors now 
that could not be imagined by any of 


their times ‘see Phil, 2:5-10). “Seekest 
thou great things for thyself? seek them 
not” (Jer. 45:5). Pray for greater bless- 
ing upon the Editor, staff, writers (and 
readers) of The Sunday School Times. 


Tues.—Matthew 20:30-34. 
Two Blind Men See the Kingdom. 
PRAYER SuccEsTions: “O Lord, thou son 
of David.” The inner eyes of these two 
blind men were first opened by the 
Spirit, before the Lord gave them mir- 


acle, physical sight. They saw that 
Jesus was Lord and that He was the 
Son of David—the Messiah. And be- 


cause of this confession of what they 
recognized Jesus to be—God manifest in 
the flesh and the Chosen of God—they 
were blessed. We, too, shall have bless- 
ing for owning Jesus as Lord of all. 
Pray for the Times readers to see that 
they can help Christian families and 
others by prayer, and by extending the 
usefulness of the Times in churches and 
among their friends, 


Wed.—Matthew 21:12-16. ° 
A Temple Not Fit for the Kingdom. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “My house shall 
be called a house of prayer; but ye have 
made it a den of thieves.” Religious or- 
ganizations can deteriorate. They have 
done so in the past and are doing so even 


now. The churches of Ephesus, Sardis, 
and Laodicea are examples of loss of 
vital faith and Christian obedience. 


When churches cease to add souls to the 
Kingdom of God, it is of no importance 
that they have become rich and _ in- 
creased in goods. If God's house ceases 
to be a “house of prayer.” it certainly 
will become a house of robbers—rob- 
bing God and souls. Pray for a spiritu- 
ally awake, revival-seeking nucleus in 
your congregation, 


- eye,” as Bunyan would say. 


Thurs.—Matthew 21:17-22. 
Prayer in the Kingdom. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “And all things, 
whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, be- 
lieving, ye shall receive.” Prayer al- 
ways has been a divine ordinance for 
His people: but in this Gospel dispensa- 
tion, God is particularly pleased to have 
prayers offered in the name of His only 
begotten Son, whom He has exalted to 
His right hand on high, as our Saviour 
and Intercessor. And as our Saviour 
taught us, let us pray and not faint, Let 
us call upon the name of the Lord for 
the great blessings bought for us with 
the Redeemer’s blood. Pray for a re- 
vival of prayer for the building up of 
His Church and the conversion of sin- 
ners. 


21:23-27. 

The King’s Authority. 

PRAYER Svucacestions: “Neither tell I 
you by what authority I do these things.” 
Our Lord revealed His deity not only 
by what He did. but by His wisdom and 
They discovered in His sayings 

greater than Solomon” was 
them. “Never man spake like 
this man.” His heavenly identity, how- 
ever, was concealed from all who did 
not have the work of the Spirit in their 
hearts. But He was the Lord of Glory 
just as much when in Mary's arms as 
when He lifted up His hands to bless 
His disciples as He ascended to Heaven. 
Pray for Wheaton College Academy, 
Wheaton, Ill. 


Fri.—Matthew 


ways. 
that “a 
among 


Sat.—Matthew 21:28-32. 
First To Enter the Kingdom. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The publicans 
and the harlots go into the kingdom of 
God before you.” Religionists who do 
not love God and His truth are worse 
in His sight than the most immoral peo- 
ple anywhere. The Pharisees and Sad- 
ducees to whom our Lord spoke were 
like the disobedient son who said, “I go, 
sir,” but went not at the command of 
his father: and the other group were 
like the son who said, “I will not,” but 
afterward repented and went. Religion 
without grace is an insult to God. Pray 
for more penitential tears. 


Sun.—Psalm 118:19-29. His Kingdom 
Righteous and Enduring. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “This gate of 
the Lord, into which the righteous 
shall enter.” Keep the _ righteous, 
everlasting Kingdom of God in mind, 
and labor unto that Kingdom with the 
utmost love and devotion. It is a 
high honor to be fellow laborers unto 
the Kingdom of God. And all such 
labor is not in vain. Things temporal 
are transient: only God’s Kingdom 
is everlasting. Keep the saint’s rest 
and residence and glories constantly 
in view. “Keep that light in thine 
Pray for 
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